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HOLY EUCHARIST CATHEDRAL 

КАФЕДРАЛЬНИЙ СОБОР ПРЕСВЯТОЇ ЕВХАРИСТІЇ 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

501 - 4th Avenue, New Westminster, BC V3L 1S2 
The Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of New Westminster  

Eparch: Most Rev. Ken Nowakowski

І І І

O holy Nicholas, Bishop of Christ, you lived your life with 
people  of  Myra.  But  since  your  spirit  was  anointed,  your 
fragrance of sanctity was known by all. Now you anoint the 
faithful who show their love for you. O Father, deliver us from 
all distress and sorrow as you pray to the Lord for us.
O  holy  Nicholas,  true  servant  of  Christ,  you  are  truly  a 
protector of your faithful flock; and whenever you were asked 
for help, you gladly assisted those who sought your aid. Now 
you are also ready by day or by night to deliver us from all 
distress and sorrow.
O holy Nicholas, holy preacher of Christ, always ready to help 
all on land or at sea. Whether they be near or far, you have 
compassion for all. You are a precious helper; therefore, we 
who  gather  here  ask  you  to  pray  to  the  Lord  that  we  be 
delivered from all distress and sorrow.
O Nicholas, while on earth you lived for the glory of the Lord; 
now He has glorified you in the heavenly and true life.
Since you have obtained favour in his sight, implore Him to 
save our souls.
What  crowns  of  praise  shall  we  confer  upon  the  saintly 
Nicholas? Once present in the flesh in Myra, he is present in 
spirit to all who love him purely. He is the leader and defender 
of  everyone,  a  comforter  in  distress  and  a  haven  of  all  in 
danger, a pillar of piety and conqueror for believers. For his 
sake, Christ overcame enemies and shows us great mercy.

Pastor: Very Rev. Yuriy Vyshnevskyy / о. Юрій Вишневський
Assistant Pastor/Pastoral Internship: Rev. Stepan Dovhoshyia / о. Степан Довгошия

Mailing address: 408 - 5th Str, New Westminster, BC V3L 2X6
Church: 604.522.7711 Res: 604.526.1261 Emergency: 604.377.6329
Sundays: 8:30 am (Eng.), 10:30 am (Ukr.); Tue-Sat & Holy Days: 8:30 am

Web: www.newwestminster.nweparchy.ca E-mail: cathedral.nwe@gmail.com 
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Our Holy Father Nicholas 
the Wonderworker, 

Archbishop of Myra in 
Lycia
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OPENING HYMN We Are Gathered: p. 235 Увійди Єрею: с. 238

COMMUNION HYMN Let Me Receive You: p. 259 Тіло Христове: с. 258 

CLOSING HYMN O Virgin Mary: p. 347 Маріє, Діво: с. 346

Please join us today in singing our Sunday hymns!

SUNDAY, December 6 For the Parishioners of the Holy Eucharist Cathedral
For the Faithful of the Eparchy of New Westminster

8:30 AM
10:30 AM

MONDAY, December 7 NO DIVINE LITURGY **********

TUESDAY, December 8 Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom 8:30 AM

WEDNESDAY, December 9 Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom 8:30 AM

THURSDAY, December 10 Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom 8:30 AM

FRIDAY, December 11 Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom 8:30 AM

SATURDAY, December 12 Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom 8:30 AM

SUNDAY, December 13 For the Parishioners of the Holy Eucharist Cathedral
For the Faithful of the Eparchy of New Westminster

8:30 AM
10:30 AM

Please Note: to request a Divine Liturgy for a special intention, please see Fr. Yuriy to arrange for it!

DATE READING
8:30 DL 10:30 DL

ENGLISH UKRAINIAN ENGLISH

DECEMBER 6 Col. 1: 12-18 Lil Saranchuk Olesia Didyuk Solomiya Strutynska

DECEMBER 13 Col. 3: 4-11 Robin Isberg Vlada Mazur Joe Kostur

DECEMBER 20 Heb. 11: 9-10… Grace Larson Nadiya Kostur Julian Loutsik

DECEMBER 27 Gal. 1: 11-19 Larissa Saranchuk Oleh Kalynovych Christina Loutsik

Thank you, Epistle readers, for your service in proclaiming God’s Word!

CHAIRPERSON……….…..…Taras Kuziw - 604.210.2339
VICE-CHAIRPERSON………Nick Loutsik - 604.590.1485
TREASURER………..……Polina Mullaeva - 604.264.8656
SECRETARY….…….…Larissa Saranchuk - 604-349-2356
FIFTH MEMBER………..……Brad Letwin - 604.839.1194

CONFESSIONS………….…1/2 hour before Liturgy
EUCHARIST…….…….….…for the sick - any time
BAPTISMS……….…..…….…..…..by appointment
MARRIAGES…….……….…..……by appointment
FUNERALS……..…………….……by appointment
ANOINTING…..………..……….…………any time
HOSPITAL VISITS…….………….….……any timeUCWLC PRESIDENT..….Joyce Vermeulen - 604.944.1971

Please join us for coffee & fellowship right after 10:30 AM Divine Liturgy!
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Troparion, Tone 3:  Let the heavens be glad, let the earth rejoice,* for the Lord has done a 
mighty deed with His arm.* He trampled death by death. He became the first-born of the dead;* 
He saved us from the abyss of Hades* and granted great mercy to the world.
Troparion, Tone 4: The truth of your deeds made you for your flock a rule of faith* and an 
image of meekness,* a teacher of continence.* And so you gained the heights through humility,* 
riches through poverty,* father and bishop Nicholas.* Intercede with Christ our God* for the 
salvation of our souls.
Glory: Kontakion, Tone 3: You rose from the tomb, O compassionate Lord,* and led us out 
from the gates of death.* Today Adam exults and Eve rejoices,* and the prophets together with 
the patriarchs* unceasingly acclaim the divine might of Your power.
Now: Kontakion, Tone 3: In Myra, O holy one, you proved yourself a priest.* You fulfilled the 
Gospel of Christ, O venerable father.* You laid down your soul for your people* and saved the 
innocent from death.* And so you were sanctified as a great initiate of God’s grace.
Prokeimenon, Tone 3: Sing to our God, sing; sing to our King, sing. Verse: Clap your hands, all 
you nations; shout unto God with the voice of joy.
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Vibrant Parish Prayer 
O Lord Jesus Christ, our Good Shepherd, as you once gathered lost sheep that they might hear 
Your voice and be your flock, so also today graciously look down from heaven upon our parish 
community, and send down on it your Holy Spirit, that it might be a place to receive the joy of 
Your Good News. Strengthen us with your presence, and always gather us together in prayer. 
Grant us the spirit of serving others, so that in our parish all might encounter You, the merciful 
God. Bless our spiritual leaders with Your wisdom, and inspire us to generously give of our 
time, talents and treasure for the building up of Your Kingdom. Unite us in peace and harmony, 
as befits Your community of love. Instill in us a missionary spirit, and let our parish community 
shine with the light of the Gospel, with prayer and good works, inviting all to share in the 
divine life, so that Your Name, O Savior, may be praised, together with Your eternal Father, 
and your most-holy, good and life-giving Spirit. Amen.

Молитва Живої Парафії 
Господи Ісусе Христе, Пастирю Добрий, як колись Ти пригорнув заблуканих овечок, щоб 
вони  пізнали  Твій  голос  і  були  Твоїм  стадом,  так  і  сьогодні  глянь  ласкаво  з  небесних 
висот  на  нашу  парафію  та  зішли  на  неї  Твого  Святого  Духа,  щоб  вона  була  місцем 
пізнання  радості  Доброї  Новини.  Скріплюй  нас  Твоєю  присутністю  та  єднай  нас 
кожночасно  в  молитві.  Даруй  нам  духа  служіння  ближньому,  щоб  у  нашій  парафії 
кожний  міг  зустріти  Тебе,  милостивого  Бога.  Благослови  наш  духовний  провід  Твоєю 
мудрістю і дай, щоб ніхто з нас не шкодував ні часу, ні талантів, ні матеріальних дібр для 
розбудови Твого царства. Єднай нас у мирі та злагоді, щоб ми були Твоєю спільнотою 
любові. Всели в нас місійного духа, щоб ми стали тим світилом євангельського слова, 
молитви  і  добрих  діл,  що  кличе  кожного  до  участі  в  Божественному  житті,  щоб 
славилося,  Спасе,  Твоє  Ім’я  з  безначальним  Твоїм  Отцем  та  пресвятим,  благим  і 
животворящим Твоїм Духом нині, і повсякчас, і на віки віків. Амінь.
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Prokeimenon, Tone 7: The just man shall be glad in the Lord, and shall hope in Him.
Epistle -  Col.  1:12-18 - A Reading from the Letter of Saint Apostle Paul to Colossians: 
Brothers and Sisters, giving thanks to the Father, who has made you fit to share in the inheritance 
of the holy ones in light. He delivered us from the power of darkness and transferred us to the 
kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. He is the 
image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For in him were created all things in 
heaven and on earth, the visible and the invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities 
or powers; all things were created through him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all 
things hold together. He is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn 
from the dead, that in all things he himself might be preeminent.
Alleluia, Tone 3: Verse: In You, O Lord, have I hoped that I may not be put to shame for ever. 
Verse: Be a protector unto me, O God, and a house of refuge to save me.
Communion Hymn: Praise the Lord from the heavens;* praise Him in the highest.* The just 
man shall  be in  everlasting remembrance;* of  evil  hearsay he shall  have no fear.*  Alleluia, 
alleluia,* alleluia.

Тропар, глас 3: Нехай веселяться небеснії, нехай радуються земляни,* бо показав владу 
рукою Своєю Господь,* Він смертю смерть подолав,* первістоком з-поміж мертвих став,* 
визволив нас із глибин аду,* і подав світові велику милість.
Тропар, глас 4: Правилом віри і образом лагідности, учителем повздержности явила тебе 
твоєму  стаду  всіх  речей  істина.  Ради  цього  придбав  ти  смиренням  високе,  убогістю  – 
багате, отче, священноначальнику Миколаю. Моли Христа Бога, щоб спаслися душі наші.
Слава: Кондак, глас 3: Воскрес Ти нині з гробу, Щедрий,* і нас візвів із брам смерти;* 
нині  Адам  веселиться  і  радіє  Єва,*  разом  же  і  пророки  з  патріярхами  безустанно 
оспівують* божественну могутність влади Твоєї. 
Нині: Кондак, глас 3: В Мирах, святий, священнослужителем показався ти, бо, Христове 
євангеліє,  преподобний,  сповнивши,  положив  ти  душу  твою  за  людей  твоїх  і  спас 
неповинних від смерти. Ради цього освятив ти себе як великий ташник божої благодаті.
Прокімен, глас 3: Співайте Богові нашому, співайте;* співайте цареві нашому, співайте. 
Стих: Всі народи, заплещіть руками, кликніть до Бога голосом радости.
Прокімен, глас 7: Возвеселиться праведник у Господі і уповає на нього.
Апостол  - Кол.  1:12-18 - До  Колоcсян  Послання  Святого  Апостола  Павла  Читання: 
Браття і сестри, дякуючи Отцеві, що вчинив нас достойними участи в спадщині святих у 
світлі, що визволив нас із влади темряви й переставив нас до Царства Свого улюбленого 
Сина, в Якім маємо відкуплення і прощення гріхів. Він є образ невидимого Бога, роджений 
перш усякого творива. Бо то Ним створено все на небі й на землі, видиме й невидиме, чи то 
престоли, чи то господства, чи то влади, чи то начальства, усе через Нього й для Нього 
створено!  А  Він  є  перший  від  усього,  і  все  Ним  стоїть.  І  Він  Голова  тіла,  Церкви.  Він 
початок, первороджений з мертвих, щоб у всьому Він мав першенство.
Алилуя,  глас  3:  Стих:  Вислухає  тебе  Господь  у  день  печалі,  захистить  тебе  ім’я  Бога 
Якова. Стих: Господи, спаси царя і вислухай нас, коли будемо взивати до Тебе. 
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Причасний:  Хваліте  Господа  з  небес,  хваліте  Його  на  висотах.  В  пам'ять  вічну  буде 
праведник, злих слухів не убоїться. Алилуя, алилуя, алилуя. 

• TODAY St. Nicholas Concert - Today right after 10:30 am Divine Liturgy. Potluck to follow 
with a special visit from St. Nicholas. Please bring enough food to share. 

• NEW Christmas flowers donation: Please consider donating for poinsettias to decorate our 
church for Christmas. Please see Fr. Stepan.

• NEW  Christmas  trees  decorations:   Sunday,  December  20  we  will  be  decorating  our 
Christmas trees after 10:30 am Divine Liturgy. Please stay and help.

• Our Condolences to Fr. Joe Ostopowich on the loss of his father Martin Ostopowich who 
passed away on Tuesday, December 1. May our Lord grant to his soul a place of rest where all 
of the souls of the saints abide and make his memory eternal. Вічная Пам’ять!

• NEW   Christmas   Bake   Sale  at  Holy  Eucharist  Cathedral  (501-4th  Ave.  New 
Westminster): Saturday, December 19 from 11:00 am to 4:00 pm at our church hall. Sale of 
borscht, cabbage rolls, perogies, kolachi, poppy seed rolls, pies, crafts and more. Craft tables 
are  available  for  booking  @  $30  per  table.  Craft  tables  may  be  booked  until  Saturday 
December 12, 2015. For further information call Orysia Babec 604.526.0988 or 604.522.7711

• NEW Theophany Supper  (Sunday,  January  10,  2015)  following 9:30 am Divine  Liturgy. 
Tickets: $15.00 - adults; $10.00 - students; $5.00 - children 6-12 years of age; children 5 years 
of age and under - free. For tickets contact Fr. Stepan 604.518.1873 or Maria 604.590.1485

• NEW Food Bank Donation: we are collecting non-perishable food as Christmas charity gifts. 
Please give generously and place your items in the box located at the church entrance.

• NEW Annual General Meeting: Dear Parishioners, we are approaching our Annual General 
Meeting, January 31, 2016 and will be selecting a new Parish Council. We are looking for 
parishioners, both experienced and new members, who would like to take an active role in our 
church to be apart of how it can continue to grow and flourish..We have the following positions 
that are open for nominations: Chairperson, Vice Chairperson, Treasurer, Recording Secretary 
and the Fifth member. The envelopes with nominations for the Parish Council Executive will 
be distributed after Divine Liturgies to all the parish members. After you fill out he Nomination 
Form please drop your envelope in the box at the church church entrance by Sunday, January 
3, 2016. 

• NEW “Christmas Candle” / “Різдвяна свічка” Appeal: Since 2012 our Eparchy of New 
Westminster has been collecting funds to help disadvantaged and orphaned children in Ukraine 
through our Christmas Candle appeal.  Our fundraising program is part of a larger global 
appeal sponsored by Caritas Ukraine.  We have had great momentum over the last few years 
raising over $19,000 with support from our BC Parishes as well as Parishes in other Provinces 
and parts of the United States. This appeal will again take place in December 2015 and we 
encourage everyone to remember these Children during our Christmas season with a voluntary 
donation.  Please place your donation in an envelope marked Christmas Candle, with your 
name and address and include it with the Sunday Collection at any Ukrainian Catholic Church 
in BC or mail it to the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of New Westminster.  All donations over 
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$20.00 will receive a tax receipt and cheques can be made out to Eparchy of New Westminster 
with Christmas Candle Project in the memo.  Candles will also be available for purchase at all 
the Ukrainian Catholic Parishes in BC for a minimum donation of $5.00 per candle.  We Thank 
You for your past support and ask that you again consider supporting this ongoing Eparchial 
appeal and lighting these candles as part of your Christmas Eve celebrations. Caritas is an 
organization that is supported and approved by His Beatitude Sviatoslav Shevchuk and His 
Excellency Bishop Ken Nowakowski. 100% of the proceeds go to Caritas Ukraine.  For more 
information, please contact Dana Koren Lupynis at nweparchy.christmascandle@gmail.com . 

• Happy  Birthday  to  James  Saranchuk,  Vasyl  Didyuk  and  all  those  who  celebrated  their 
birthdays this past week. May the Lord Our God continue to bless you abundantly and the 
Holy Mother of God protects you at all times. Многая Літа!

• NEW Gift Certificates: Looking for a Christmas Gift - get your Friday Perogy Supper gift 
certificate $17.00 or $10.00 value.

• NEW November 29 Sunday collection: $ 716.00

Jesse
Inspired by: 1 Samuel 16:1-10; Luke 2:27,32
(By D. Kostynuik)

Jesse was from Bethlehem and was the father of King David. King David’s father Jesse is 
like an end of something and the beginning of something else. The image that is used to describe 
this is that of a tree that has been cut down and a shoot from that tree springing up carrying some 
of the life of the old tree into becoming another new tree on top of the stump. Now scripture 
speaks of Jesse as having had seven sons. When God decided to choose one of them to be king 
the seven sons were interviewed by Samuel, and when none of them fit, Samuel asked: “Are all 
of your sons here?” And Jesse said that there was one more. He was the forgotten one, the least 
important one who was the youngest and also a shepherd boy. He was the least prepared to be 
king, and God chose him. King David became a beloved king because of God’s involvement in 
his life. Because David lied, committed adultery and had someone killed so that he could have 
what he wanted, God entered strongly into his life and God called him to face his sinfulness. 
King David allowed God to change him and how he lived his life and became a beloved king, a 
beloved servant of God. That’s why Jesus is referred to as coming from the house of David.

Prayer: Gracious God, help me be like a shoot of an old tree and bring new life into the 
world by recognizing my sinfulness and receive God’s forgiveness so that I may live humbly as a 
beloved servant of God as Jesus did.
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David
Scripture: 1 Samuel 16,17:1-50

One of the most important ancestors of Jesus was King David. David was chosen by God 
to be king. He was anointed as king by Samuel. David was a great warrior, political leader, and a 
wise and caring king. David at times made mistakes and asked God for forgiveness and began 
again. David wrote beautiful music and poetry called Psalms. In his psalms, David tells us of his 
struggles and his great trust in God.

As a boy David tended his father’s sheep. Often David would use his sling shot to kill a 
lion who tried to  steal  one of  the sheep.  One day as  David was tending his  sheep,  he was 
summoned to return home. David ran home and found his whole family along with Samuel, the 
prophet, gathered near the dinner table. David’s father, Jesse, introduced Samuel to his youngest 
son David. After closing his eyes and praying, Samuel took a horn filled with oil from his belt 
and anointed David saying, “Yahweh has chosen you to be one of the greatest kings.” David was 
filled with the Spirit of God, which stayed with him forever. Although David wore no crown, the 
anointing with oil made him king forever.

The  present  King  Saul  no  longer  trusted  God  and  felt  very  depressed.  David  was 
summoned to play his harp to soothe Saul’s pain. Saul felt healed by David’s music and invited 
him  to  play  for  him  whenever  he  was  depressed.  Once  when  the  Philistines  and  Israelites 
gathered for battle, Goliath, a giant, challenged the Israelite army to pick someone to fight him. 
The  winner  was  to  take  the  rival  people  as  their  slaves.  David  took  up  the  challenge  and 
approached Goliath with five stones in his pouch. He fitted one of the stones in his sling shot and 
aimed at Goliath. The stone hit Goliath’s forehead and killed him. Later David became King 
David and united the people of Israel into a great nation. He always remained a trusted servant of 
God.

King Solomon
Scripture: 1 Kings 3:4-28,5:9,6,7,10:1-13

After King David’s reign, his son Solomon descended unto the throne. Solomon had wealth 
and power and reigned during a time when there were no wars. Solomon built a beautiful temple.

Because Solomon was very wise, many nations heard if his wisdom including the Queen of 
Sheba. The story that most captured her heart about Solomon’s wisdom was the one about the 
two women with a child who came to Solomon each claiming that the child was theirs. The 
second woman’s baby had died and she had switched her baby for the first woman’s child. To 
resolve  the  conflict,  King  Solomon asked  for  his  sword  so  he  could  split  the  child  in  two 
knowing that the real mother would not let this happen. As he was about to cut the child in half, 
the first woman surrendered her baby to the second woman. Solomon then said, “Give the child 
to the first woman who is the real mother.”

When Solomon had just become a king, he was visited by God in a dream and asked by 
God what he wanted. Solomon had answered that he did not have any leadership skills  and 
needed an understanding heart so that he could choose good instead of evil. As the Queen of 
Sheba was travelling to visit King Solomon, she wondered about Solomon’s God who had given 
him so much wisdom and other gifts as well. When the Queen arrived in Jerusalem, she admired 
the beautiful temple built by King Solomon and was stunned at the wealth in the city. Solomon 
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was able to answer all her difficult questions and the Queen was so impressed that she blessed 
Solomon’s God before exchanging gifts and returning to her home.

Prayer:  Thank you Lord for all  the gifts you give to us.  Especially thank you for the 
greatest gift of Jesus, who is our friend, Savior, and God. Amen.

Elijah
Scripture: 1 Kings 17:1-24; 18:20-46; 2 Kings 2:1-13

Elijah was a prophet who lived about 800 years before Jesus was born, when once again 
Israel’s leaders turned to worshipping false gods over Yahweh their God. Elijah’s name meant 
“my God Yahweh.” He preached and performed miracles inviting people not to turn away from 
Yahweh, God of Israel. Elijah predicted the downfall of Israel.

For two or three years Elijah lived by a brook where the ravens brought him bread in the 
morning and meat at night. When the brook dried up Elijah went to a widow’s house at God’s 
command and asked for some bread and water. The widow explained that she only had a handful 
of meal and a bit of oil left. Elijah told her not to fear but to make the bread anyway and that she 
would not run short of meal and oil. The widow did as Elijah asked. As promised the bowl and 
jar never became empty. Some time later the widow’s son fell ill and died. Elijah took the boy 
into his arms, went upstairs, laid the boy on the bed, and called to God, “Yahweh my God, may 
the breath of life, I beg you, come into this child again!” The child sat up and Elijah took him to 
his mother.

Elijah fought hard against the King and Queen’s belief in their false god Baal. The King 
and Queen offered prayers asking their gods to send fire. Nothing happened. When Elijah prayed 
to Yahweh, fire rained down burning the soaked wood at the alter Elijah had built. When the 
people saw this, they bowed down and believed in the true God once more.

Prayer: Lord God, may we always be faithful to you and believe in you alone. You are our 
God who alone are worthy to be honored and praised.
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OFFICE OF THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION EPARCHY OF NEW 
WESTMINSTER 

        INVITES 

       RELATIONSHIP WITH CHRIST
          SESSION 3 with LEAH SMIGEL

RESTORATION OF THE 
RELATIONSHIP

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2015
PARISH OF THE DORMITION 

OF THE MOTHER OF GOD, RICHMOND
(8700 Railway Avenue, BC, V7C 3K3)

FROM  7:00 PM  TILL  8:30 PM
(refreshments available)

Come, bring your Bible, and join us for conversation and 
prayer! 

 ___Слава Ісусу Христу * Glory to Jesus Christ * Слава Ісусу Христу * Glory to Jesus Christ * Слава Ісусу Христу * Glory to Jesus Christ___

https://www.google.ca/maps/place/8700+Railway+Avenue,+Richmond,+BC+V7C+3K3


6 December, 2015_______________________________________________________Holy Eucharist Cathedral Parish Bulletin

���
Pope's Address to Plenary Assembly of Congregation for Evangelization of 

Peoples
Dear Cardinals,
Dear Brother Bishops and Priests,
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
I receive you on the occasion of your plenary assembly, in which you focused on the 

Missio ad Gentes, in addition to offering precious indications for the future. As Cardinal Filoni 
said, I have just returned from my first Apostolic Journey to Africa, where I touched with my 
hand the spiritual and pastoral dynamism of so many young Churches of that continent, as well 
as the grave difficulties in which a good part of the population lives. I was able to see that, where 
there are needs, the presence of the Church is almost always there, ready to heal the wounds of 
the neediest, in whom she recognizes the wounded and crucified body of the Lord Jesus. How 
many works of charity and of human promotion <I witnessed>! How many anonymous Good 
Samaritans work every day in the missions!
Evangelizer by nature, the Church always begins by evangelizing herself. Disciple of the Lord 
Jesus, she listens to His Word, from which she draws the reasons for the hope that does not 
disappoint, because it is founded on the grace of the Holy Spirit (cf. Romans 5:5). Only in this 
way is she able to preserve her freshness and apostolic impetus. The Conciliar Decree Ad Gentes 
and the Encyclical Redemptoris Missio, on which you inspired this plenary, state that “it is from 
the mission of the Son and from the mission of the Holy Spirit that the Church, in keeping with 
God the Father’s plan, derives her origin” (Ad Gentes, 2). The mission does not respond, in the 

Advancing Faith-Based Health Care in British Columbia 

 
Catholic Health Association of BC      Denominational Health Association 
 

These two provincial associations are seeking a dynamic leader to ensure delivery of 
their respective mandates in promoting excellent, compassionate faith-based health 
care for British Columbians.  We are seeking an energetic leader who can craft and 
implement a vision for change. 

Are you: 

 A gifted communicator, able to advocate at all levels of government? 

 Able to administrate in a non-profit environment? 

 Experienced in working with religious diversity — Catholic and other 
faith groups? 

If you answered “yes” to these three questions and want to know more about this 
unique and exciting opportunity based in BC’s Lower Mainland, please contact Rick 
Folka, Search Committee Chair, at rfolka@kopernik-lodge.bc.ca. 

Competitive remuneration with benefits.  Travel required.   

Application deadline: December 15, 2015 
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first  place,  to  human  initiatives;  the  protagonist  is  the  Holy  Spirit,  it  is  His  project  (cf. 
Redemptoris Missio, 21). And the Church is servant of the mission. It is not the Church that 
makes the mission, but the mission that makes the Church. Therefore, the mission is not the 
instrument, but the point of departure and the end.

In the past months, your dicastery carried out an inquiry on the vitality of the young 
Churches, to understand how to render the work of the Missio ad Gentes more effective, also 
considering the ambiguity to which the experience of faith is exposed sometimes today. The 
secularized world, in fact, even when it is receptive of the evangelical values of love, of justice, 
of peace and of sobriety, does not show the same willingness to the person of Jesus: it does not 
regard Him as Messiah or Son of God. At most it considers Him an enlightened man. Therefore, 
it  separates  the  message  of  the  Messenger  and  the  gift  of  the  Donor.  In  this  situation  of 
detachment, the Missio ad Gentes acts as engine and horizon of the faith. It is vital that in the 
present  moment  “the  Church succeed in  proclaiming the  Gospel  to  all,  in  all  places,  on all 
occasions, without delay, without repulsions and without fear” (Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii 
Gaudium, 23). In fact, the mission is a force capable of transforming the interior of the Church 
herself even before the life of peoples and of cultures. Therefore, every parish should make its 
own the style  of  the Missio ad Gentes.  In  this  way,  the Holy Spirit  will  transform habitual 
faithful  into disciples,  disaffected disciples into missionaries,  drawing them out  of  fears  and 
closures and projecting them in every direction, to the ends of the earth (cf. Acts 1:8). May the 
kerigmatic approach to the faith, so familiar among the young Churches, also find space among 
those of ancient tradition.

Paul  and  Barnabas  did  not  have  a  missionary  Dicastery  behind  them.  Yet,  they 
proclaimed the Word, gave life to several communities and shed their blood for the Gospel. Over 
time, complexities grew, and the need for a special connection between the Churches of recent 
foundation and the universal Church. Therefore, four centuries ago, Pope Gregory XV instituted 
the Congregation De Propaganda Fide, which since 1967 assumed the name Congregation for 
the Evangelization of Peoples. It is evident that in this phase of history “a simple administration 
[of the existing reality] is not useful. Let us constitute ourselves in all the regions of the earth in a 
permanent state of mission” (Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium, 25): it is a paradigm.
Saint John Paul II specified the way, affirming: “Every renewal in the Church must have the 
mission as its purpose so as not to fall prey to a sort of ecclesial introversion” (Post-Synodal 
Apostolic Exhortation Ecclesia in Oceania, 19).  “To go” is inherent in Baptism, and its ends are 
those of the world. Therefore, continue to be committed so that the spirit of the Missio ad Gentes 
animates the path of the Church, and that she is always able to hear the cry of the poor and the 
estranged, to encounter all and to proclaim the joy of the Gospel.

I  thank you for your work of missionary animation and cooperation, with which you 
remember all the Churches that, if constrained in their own horizons, run the danger of being 
atrophied  and  of  dying  out.  The  Church  lives  and  grows  by  being  “outgoing,”  taking  the 
initiative  and  making  herself  close.  Therefore,  you  must  encourage  the  communities  to  be 
generous  even  in  moments  of  vocational  crises.  “The  Mission,  in  fact,  renews  the  Church, 
reinvigorates  the  faith  and  the  Christian  identity  and  gives  new  enthusiasm  and 
motivations” (Redemptoris Missio. 2).               

Visible already in many areas of the Mission ad Gentes is the dawn of a new day, as the 
fact demonstrates that the young Churches are able to give, not only receive. The first fruits are 
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their willingness to give their priests to sister churches of the same nation, of the same continent, 
or to serve needy churches in other areas of the world. Cooperation is no longer along the north-
south axis. There is also an inverse movement of restitution of the good received from the first 
missionaries. These are also signs of an attained maturity.

Brothers and sisters, let us pray and work so that the Church is ever more in keeping with 
the model of the Acts of the Apostles. Let us allow ourselves to be driven by the force of the 
Gospel  and of  the Holy Spirit;  let  us  come out  of  our  enclosures,  let  us  emigrate  from the 
territories in which we are sometimes tempted to close ourselves. Thus we will be able to walk 
and sow beyond, a little further. May Mary Most Holy, Mother of God, Saint Francis Xavier, 
today, and Saint Therese of the Child Jesus, Patrons of the Missions, illumine our steps in the 
service of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus. I accompany you with my blessing and, please, I ask you 
to pray for me. Thank you.

http://www.zenit.org
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